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Abstract: Bembidion (Emphanes) rivulare Dejean, 1831 as a primary homonym has been previously
replaced by Bembidion (Emphanes) axillare Motschulsky, 1844. For lack of an available synonym the
subspecific name of the former B. rivulare rivulare is replaced by Bembidion (Emphanes) axillare oc-

ciduum nom. nov.

The systematic list of ground beetles by LORENZ
(1998) points to a large number of homonyms in
the genus Bembidion Latreille. Seven homonymic
names of Palearctic Bembidion taxa have already
been replaced (MARGGI & HUBER 1999).

GYLLENHAL (1810) described misidentified Zie-
chus specimens as Bembidium rivulare. This name
is still valid as Epaphius rivularis (Gyllenhal,
1810). DEJEAN (1831) established the name rivula-
re for a halobiontic Mediterranean Bembidion spe-
cies. Though DEJEAN (1821) stated GYLLENHALS
identification error, he established a primary ho-
monym using the name rivulare. The homonymy
was not recognized, and DEJEANs junior name re-
mained in use (JEANNEL 1941, NETOLITZKY 1942,
MAGISTRETTI 1965, FREUDE et al. 1976). According
to article 57.2 of the International Code of Zoolo-
gical Nomenclature, in case of primary homonymy
the junior name is permanently invalid and has to
be replaced.

The oldest available substitute to replace DEJE-
ANs species name is axillare Motschulsky, 1844,
established for the Siberian subspecies of B. rivu-
lare Dejean. B. axillare Motschulsky becomes the
nominal taxon of the species group as correctly li-
sted in LORENZ (1998). For the remaining Mediter-
ranean subspecific taxon, which lacks an available
and potentially valid synonym, a replacement name
is given.

Bembidion (Emphanes) axillare occiduum nom.
nov.

for Bembidion (Emphanes) axillare rivulare Deje-
an, 1831, formerly Bembidion (Emphanes) rivula-
re rivulare Dejean, 1831 [described as Bembidium
(Leja) rivulare Dejean, 1831], preoccupied by Epa-
phius rivularis (Gyllenhal, 1810) [described as
Bembidium rivulare Gyllenhal, 1810].
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Etymology: The new name refers to the western Pa-
learctic distribution area of the subspecies.

Taxonomy of the former rivulare Dejean group:

Bembidion (Emphbanes) axillare Motschulsky,
1844
ssp. axillare s. str.
Ssp. occiduum nom. nov.
rivulare Dejean, 1831 [nec Gyllenhal,
1810]
punicum Normand, 1933 [unavailable]
ssp. euxinum Apfelbeck, 1904
ssp. eupages Andrewes, 1934

Zusammenfassung

Bembidion (Emphbanes) rivulare Dejean, 1831 ist
ein jiingeres primires Homonym, welches bereits
durch Bembidion (Empbanes) axillare Motschuls-
ky, 1844 ersetzt wurde. Das subspezifische Taxon
rivulare Dejean, 1831 verfugt jedoch uber kein
giiltiges Synonym, weshalb es zu Bembidion (Em-
phanes) axillare ssp. occiduum nom. nov. umbe-
nannt wird.
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